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.even after
59—hour trek

Stephen Thorpe discovers
a cricketing idyll and some
fiercely contested action
in a Jamaican paradise

he notion that David
Cameron, the Prime
Minister, had nipped
over to Jamaica to witness
the clunax o(the !ecem.ly
concluded inaugural Breds Cup t20
tournament in which the I.ord.s and
Commons CC competed, proved
unfounded, but another late arrival at
least found the trip worthwhile.
Former New Zealand all-rounder
Harris showed serious commt-
ment with a 59-hour journey at four days’
notice to augment a Lashings Interna-
nom] X led%; former Lam:ashue Surrey
England leg-spinner Chris
Schoﬁe]d. and was duly grateful when
they defeated the Trinidad Red Force by
eight wickets in a keenly contested final.
The t20 jamboree attracted three
island sides, Westmoreland Jaguars, May
PenLions and Treasure Beach Pirates -
on their home pitch —while the Lords and
Commons also somehow found time for
a third visit to the gilded shores of St
Elizabeth in south west Jamaica.
Itwas no knockabout event, either,
after Red Force advanced to the final
after a contentious match against the
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of the remarkable transformation ofa
remote dusty goat pasture into the now
highly impressive Treasure Beach Sports
Park, the stedmg work of the charitable
Brods .
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Home of legends: Lucas CC where George Headley and Chris Gayle played

the Liguanea Club in the uptown busi-
ness district.

The Test ground at downtown Sabina
Park may have changed beyond all
ition after its radical makeover

F —and of J 's call-
ing as arquably the ultimate touring
destination for amateur club players.

Certainly it’s a wonderful place for any
sports enthusiast, with Jamaica a verita-
ble crucible of athletic excellence (the
latest being Stafanie Taylor, 24, the new
West Indies Women's captain who leads
the side against Pakistan this month) and
you'd be hard pressed as a cricketer to
SaVOUr a more et all round life
experience than a couple of weeks amid

local Pirates and the ick Mar-

Mindley, who hy:suggg‘nm T !hewﬂdl’yvaned mountam terrain,
ballfor Jamaicain frst.class matches and | Peachscapos and euthentic rural hinter-
already attracted admiring attention e UTh CAntIes O
from Clive Lioyd, West Indies chief selec. | Xingstonand Montego Bay. Ask the MPs.
tor. Scores were tied on 128 but former The vibrant capital at&though, 8
ICC elite umpire Steve Bucknor ruled must onany itinerary, with aracy
that the number of fours were decisive nightlife, some quality restawrants, art
after sixes were found e galleries, numerous historicsites and a
frantic scouring of the 1 lendid ‘olde worlde’ atmosphere g'uar

Another flashpoint occurred in the
finalwhena lifter from Lashings'
Kent paceman Matt Coles strucka
helmetless batsman on the jaw after
the bowler had just inquired whether
he needed protection.

Usain Bolt, that unassuming country

bug from She!wood Comem Trelawny

ingsasa mﬂy faslbuwle!,butwas
g matters
athis spombaxbackamgs&orL

But more than the cricket, this inangu-
ral competition was seen as a celebration

for the 2007 World Cup, losing its cockpit
intimacy and misty views north to the
Blue Mountains, but it remains an
arresting amphitheatre.

Forty ago this co ndent

layed his first match outside Eng
ger?ldn the company of Notts s!a!wansghnd
Derek Randall, Bashar Hassan and
Carlton Forbes, when the wayward West
Indies pacer Uton Dowe (he of the
infamous 11th commandment from the
bleachers - “Dowe shalt not bow1")
announced himself on a ightning
quick track.

It was an eye-opener, literally, aftera
career on low seamers in and
Istill get flashbacks, mainly good ones.

Kingston CC groundsman Charlie
{oseph)smh:sSOd\yearmthe]ob a

legend in his own right after an incredi-
ble mil justly proud, too, of the

anteed at the best centre ofop

The Test ground'at
downtown Sabina Park
may have changed
beyondall recognition
butremains an arresting
amphitheatre
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Sabina sward and quick to point out he
was not actually overseeing the pitch
when the England Test was abandoned
in1998!

Within a mile or so are three other
grounds steeped in the lore and deeds of
great men. Lucas CC in Rollington Town
was the alma mater of George Headley,
the Black Bradman,and limeﬂy Chris
Gayle who, by the way, is recovering well
from recent back surgery. On its forma-
tion in 1895 it was seen as “the most
important event in the history of the
island game”, affording the chance for
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impoverished black cricketers to partici-
pate and achieve upward mobility.

n Club is directly adja-
cent, M:chael olding and Courtney
Walsh’s Melbourne CC nearby over at
HalfWay Tree, and all four establish-
ments continue that trend today.

Jamaica has beenin drought and the
Lucas ground lies bare and parched
beneath the Wareika Hills wnh watera
scarce commodity; they're still highly
evocative locations, though, and other
well-appointed grounds are associated
with the bauxite industry at Kaiser near
Discovery Bay on the north coast and at
Nainin St Elizabeth.

The lush green parish of Portland to
the north east also has a wonderful,
barely acknowledged coastal pitchat
Folly Oval, witha dxeamy mountam back-

drop while the new stadium in T
which hosted the World Cup opemng
ceremony is about to be renamed
Usain Bolt Sports Academy.
That said, the new showpiece venue is

undeniably the faraway Sports Park in
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sleepy Treasure Beach, the brainchild of
Jason Henzell, owner of the award win-

Hotel and unfla driver of
sumumhllame community noun.nnggmg and the
Breds Foundation.

His father, Perry, was a renowned
Jamaican dreamweaver in film and the
arts, and Henzell [nr retains the same
visionary acumen; his dedicated team's
efforts here over a decade are truly
emaordma:y with cricket, and sport

g Ly, offering real opporturity in
whatis essentially a based
local agnculmal economy. There are two
large pavilions, net facilities and donated
bowling machine, football pitches, tennis
and netball courts and a general joie de
vivre - which counts foralot.
Overall, Jamaica is simply the most
alluring tomtory in the region, ¢ goo-
graphically and spiritually distinct from
its associates Barbados, Antigua, Grena-
da and St.Lucia in the eastern Caribbean,
essentially a real country with multifac-
etted Mestyles rather than a smallisland,

and retaining a hypnotic vibe embodied

£l

clubs from the Cayman Islands, North
America and even further afield.

If the first word went to Kiwi Harris
after his monumental journey, then so
must the last:“My first overseas trip was
to the Caribbean,” he said.

“I subsequently toured twice more
andit’'s always been a place I've had
strong affection for.I played at Sabina but
had never been to this part of Jamaica
before, and it really has been worthit. I
am quite partial to the aged rums. This is
a glorious part of the world, truly God’s
own country with incredibly hospitable,
waloommg peoplo

dit to anyone,

lytbosewnhanmlemstmspon,md.of
course, cricket in particular.
Further information:

www.visitjamaica.com
www.breds.org
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YOUNG GUN...

Growth spurt
turned me from
a bowler into

a batsman
ZAK CRAWLEY

England U17 and Kent batsman
ak Crawley is the next
academy product loom-
large atKent and the
teenager believes an extraor-
dinary growth spurt is one of
the reasons behind the form
that saw him sign a profes-
sional contract last week.
Crawley, a right-handed
batsman, 1s not 18 until Febru-
ary but he quite lit
stands head and shoulders
above of his peers.
Tn’itlemoro than two
Eﬁ. Crawley has gained a
tin height and now meas-
ures up at 6t Sin — the same as 10s, and I think gatting that
master blaster Alex Hales. ﬁmcanturylxsthommn the
Itsadmittedly nothelped ~ TeasonwhyIwas awarded
his bowlingiscon.  COnTact— — that was the turning
cerned, buthissize hasgiven PO, Crawley added
bowlersplenty tothinkabout _, 1t Was definitely over-
: whelming to sign my first
“Istarted off withthoball,]  Professional contract,Ididn't
wasa batsman-but  SXpectitwas going tohappen
theninone Ul0 district game, s yearatall - maybe the
Iwasaskedto goinandhave ~ DeXtsummeriflcontinued
aslog and it was the most fn. my“gzogmss. : :
l'z;lgvgerhndnmchot, "said ut now I'm justlooking to
melaywhophyslnsdnb getinto the first team as soon
cricket with SevenoaksVine.  aspossible.I'm not expscmﬂ
“Because I've grovm so itto happenright away, but 1
much, my seam bowling has ﬁﬁﬂwmdm
not been so good as my body C
has gone through a lot of Tdhhwmkthavmld
_Ilam6f Sinnowafter  give me a couple of first-team
being james during the season. A
myﬁi:?;:mﬂemomﬁm gmn]umsonmlaﬂyeu
“Ttwas quite weird, myper-  Would putme on track.”
ive changed and I There are few academies in
zﬁmdy hadto adapt but county cricket that can boast
ey L
tage. I've told peop] el Tawley’s
findit very hardto bounceme ~ pathway into the 15t XIis
andIcan getdownthewicket Lkely only to be blocked by
onngood%z:lgﬂlbdl,ﬁmugh talent, with the
pacelmscnnglnmaomon likes of Daniel Bell-Drum-
occasionin county 2nd mmd.SamNonlgeast.Bllhngs
cricket. and Blake all having graduat-
“Inthelastcouple ofyears  ed the system.
I've been found outslightlyin ~_ But Crawley credits Sean
thatsense because thepace  Dickson, the South African-
has gone up, butifl can born batsman who earned a
and practise the short ball confract at Kent after impress-
morel thinkitwillstandmein  inginthe East
stead.” Premier League, as the team-
While his rise has been mate who has so far
rapid inone sense,Kenthave  influenced him the most.
clearly had an eye on him for “Seanis a brilliant player,
some time after’ him  I'mswehewill be playinga
his2nd XIdebut whenhewas  lotof first-team cricket next
15, taking to the field with the Een."mid'lbqhndga_stndem
likes of England keeper Sam rawley, who is planning
Billings and Alex Blake lotalneagapywaﬁexhe
against the MCCUin 2013. finishes his
His big statement came in "Asthemnguyalotoftho
however after compiling  time in the second team last
is first 2nd XI ton in Taunton— he would always talk
a fluent innings that contained  through how he was playing
18 boundaries. and you try and copy him.I
“In this game it's all about seem to be batting
100s, kicking on from your with him when I got the runs.”



